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IGUAZU FALLS, WETLANDS & WILDLIFE, GAUCHOS, WINE & TANGO 
 

Argentina is a vast country with great diversity in nature, adventure and culture. With so much on 
offer, it is difficult to choose the best places for inclusion in a tour. Buenos Aires and Tango are a 
must, as is the mighty Iguazu Falls straddling the border between Argentina & Brazil. Then there 
are gauchos, lakes and islands, glaciers and snow, the wetlands with caiman and capybara and of 
course, Argentine wine. A month would not be long enough to see it all, but many highlights which 
should suit all interests and tastes are included in this 14 day example itinerary which includes four 
major destinations: 
 

 Buenos Aires – history, gauchos & tango 

 Iguazu Falls  - nature at her spectacular best 

 Ibera wetlands – waterways navigation - caiman, capybara & birdlife  

 Mendoza – famous Argentine wine and awesome mountain scenery 

 
DETAILED ITINERARY 

 

Day 1: ARRIVAL BUENOS AIRES 
On arrival at Ezeiza International Airport, you will be met and transferred to your hotel in the city. Rest of the 
day at leisure to recover from the long flights. 

 
Day 2: MID MORNING CITY TOUR  
Breakfast 
Morning at leisure until you depart for a half day city tour which will include attractions such as the 9 de Julio 
Avenue, the Obelisk and Corrientes Street. In the Plaza de Mayo you will visit the Cathedral and the Cabildo 
(Old City Hall). Continue towards the most traditional neighborhood of Buenos Aires, San Telmo, which is 
characterized by its old colonial houses and the cobblestoned streets. Enjoy the vibrant local market if your 
visit falls on a Sunday.  
 

On to La Boca Neighbourhood with its colourful zinc houses, once the refuge of the first immigrants and later 
home to popular artists. Continue to Puerto Madero – the old port of the city, now one of the most exclusive 
gastronomic and residential areas in Buenos Aires. Visit the woods of Palermo with approximately 300ha 
(741 acres) of gardens and artificial ponds surrounded by elegant buildings. The last point in the tour is 
Recoleta, an exclusive neighbourhood where the amazing Recoleta Cemetery is well worth a visit.  

ARGENTINA ADVENTURE 

15 day sample itinerary 
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                     La Boca neighbourhood                 Recoleta Cemetery (Photos by Judy Vos) 

 
Day 3: HALF DAY TIGRE & DELTA EXCURSION - EVENING TANGO SHOW. 
Breakfast, Dinner 
This tour takes you along the coastal area of Buenos Aires, starting in Del Libertador Av. Costanera (coast of 
the river), Jorge Newbery Airport and River Plate stadium. Pass by the Presidential House of Olivos, before  
arrival in San Isidro town where the first stop is scheduled. Chosen as a summer resort by the Buenos Aires 
aristocracy at the end of the 19th century, one cannot but admire the beautiful houses and palaces from those 
times, as well as the Cathedral and a great view of the Rio de La Plata.  
 

Next stop will be at the pier in El Tigre Town where you will board a vessel and sail the channels and branches 
of this delta. View the old residence of  former Argentinean President Sarmiento, before returning to the pier. 
 

Evening pick up for Dinner Tango Show at Café de los Angelitos - Plateas Seats 
Excellent dinner, beverages and show are  included. 
 

“Cafe de los Angelitos” is a living witness of more than one hundred years of Buenos Aires history with a 
parade of the most outstanding personalities of the political and artistic scene from the 20th century.  
The mystical coffee house, inaugurated in 1890 with name of Bar Rivadavia by the Italian Bautisto Fazio, 
became a meeting point for “compadritos” (swaggerers) and “malandras” (scoundrels) towards the end of the 
19th Century. With rudimentary premises and a dirt floor, the place was the scene of verbal duels between 
gaucho minstrels Gabino Ezeiza, Higuito Cazon and Jose Betinotti 
 

Remodeled again following an ambitious architectural project, it now exhibits luxury and distinction every night 
with 21 artists performing a thrilling and highly professional live Tango show.  
 

      
Day 4: FULL DAY PAMPAS EXPERIENCE ON A GAUCHO RANCH                
Breakfast, Lunch 
A day among the gauchos on a typical ranch, including a BBQ lunch. 
Estancia El Ombu de Areco is a historical and traditional working ranch located in San Antonio de Areco, 
about an hour’s drive from Buenos Aires. San Antonio de Areco is the birthplace of the Gaucho tradition and 
offers a true Pampas Estancia experience. The colonial style house was built in 1880 and is set amongst 
beautiful grounds with centennial oak trees, palm trees, eucalyptus and magnolias. Visitors will have 
opportunity during the day to walk in the gardens.  
 

After lunch, guests will be able to take part in activities on the farm: wagon rides, swimming in the pool, playing 
tennis, volleyball, football, pool and ping pong; or just strolling and relaxing in the beautiful grounds. 
      
Day 5: BUENOS AIRES - IGUAZÚ FALLS                                   
Breakfast 
Transfer to Aeroparque Airport for a flight to Iguazu Falls. 
Only 15kg luggage allowance on domestic flights. Excess for own account.  
Transfer from Puerto Iguazú Airport to your lodge.  
 

Iguaza Falls are waterfalls of the Iguazu River on the border of the Argentine province of Misiones and the Brazilian 
state of Paraná. They are the largest waterfalls system in the world, dividing the river into the upper and lower 
Iguazu. For most of its course, the river flows through Brazil; however, most of the falls are on the Argentine side. 
Below its confluence with the San Antonio River, the Iguazu River forms the boundary between Argentina and 
Brazil. 
 

Free time in the afternoon to enjoy the lodge and surrounding area.   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iguazu_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentina%E2%80%93Brazil_border
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Provinces_of_Argentina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Misiones_Province
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paran%C3%A1_(state)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brazil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentina
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Day 6: HALF DAY BRAZILIAN FALLS TOUR  
Breakfast 
The Brazilian Falls, declared a UNESCO Natural World Heritage site in 1986, are located on the western side 
of the Paraná State in Brazil. This Brazilian park with 185,000 hectares (458,000 acres) borders the 
Argentinean National Park and they are divided by the Iguazu River. 
 

Both parks make this region one of the largest natural protected areas in South America.  
To access the circuits along the catwalk floors, visitors board a modern panoramic view bus to move safely 
within the park. The length of the catwalk floors is 1,200 meters from where the view of the 275 waterfalls is 
breathtaking. The four main rapids on the Brazilian side are: Floriano, Deodoro, Benjamín Constant and Salto 
Unión or The Devil´s Throat. At the end of the path a panoramic elevator will take you back to the bus units. 
 

Return to your lodge. Free time for the rest of the day. 

 

 
Iguazu Falls (Flickr, Ellie Enking) 

   
Day 7: FULL DAY ARGENTINEAN FALLS 
Breakfast 
The park was created in 1934 with the aim of protecting the majestic Iguazu Falls. In 1984, it was declared a  
Natural World Heritage site by UNESCO due to the beauty of the scenery and the biological diversity in its 
subtropical rainforest.  
 

The visit to the Iguazu National Park can be done via 3 circuits and on catwalks, best known as Lower Path, 
Higher path and the Devil´s Throat Path. The Lower Path is a 1,200-metre-walk affording a great view of the 
majority of the rapids and falls from a front and lower point of view.  
 

The distances range from a bird’s eye view of The Devil’s Throat together with several Brazilian rapids, to 
spectacular close-ups to other falls. This walk has some high difficulty level due to the number of steps along 
the way. (Approximate duration: 2 hours).  

 
The Higher Path is a 1,300-metre-walk that will raise every visitor´s adrenaline level because of being at the 
edge of some waterfalls. This walk has breathtaking scenery from a cliff-point outlook and is the least 
demanding walk of the three. No steps along the way. (Approximate duration: 1 hour). The Devil’s Throat has 
to be accessed via the Ecological Jungle Train, and everyone must get off at the stop named after this 
waterfall. From there, you will stroll along the catwalk which is a winding path going around the islands for 
1,100 meters and ending in the large balconies located on the edge of falls. There are no steps along the path.  
(Approximate duration: 2 hours).  

 
   

Day 8: IGUAZÚ - POSADAS ON THE EDGE OF THE WETLANDS         
Breakfast, Lunch 
Road transfer Puerto Iguazú/Posadas – 350km 
ON THE WAY: Visit the Jesuit ruins of San Ignacio Mini.  
These ruins used to be the Jesuit Mission of San Ignacio Mini, which are located in the town of San Ignacio, 
240 km from the city of Puerto Iguazu.  
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This construction dates back to the 17th century, when the Jesuit missionaries settled in the region. San 
Ignacio Mini was one of the flagship Jesuit stations in South America and, due to the excellent preservation of 
the Ruins today, they allow visitors to see how the project of converting the Guarani Indians operated. The 
complex has a Visitors´ Centre with images and audio recordings of the jungle, depicting the history of the 
region and the native inhabitants, the Guaranies.  
 

The Jesuit Ruins of San Ignacio Mini were declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1984 and constitute a 
true journey to the very beginning of colonization and the conquering of the New World. 
 

Lunch at a local restaurant.  
Arrival in Posadas around 16h00 for overnight at a local hotel.  
 

Posadas, the capital city of the Argentine province of Misiones,  is situated in northeast Argentina, beside the 
River Paraná, which marks the border with Paraguay. 
                                                                        
 

Day 9: PUERTO VALLE LODGE                         
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Shared lodge transfer from Posadas to PUERTO VALLE LODGE, Deluxe Rooms.  
http://www.puertovalle.com.ar/en/the-hotel-2/ (Subject to availability) 

 

Hidden on the shores of the Paraná river and close to the wetlands of Iberá, this wonderful lodge offers 
tranquillity and a wetlands experience which will be a highlight of your tour.  
Featuring a beautiful garden designed by Carlos Thays, a swimming pool, and a gourmet restaurant, Hotel 
Puerto Valle offers a range of activities, all included. Rest of the day is at leisure to relax on the sun loungers 
by the pool or in the garden, overlooking the Parana River or to take part in the activities available. 
 

   
Puerto Valle (Photos courtesy of Puerto Valle Lodge) 

 
Day 10: PUERTO VALLE LODGE         
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Day at leisure to enjoy all the lodge has to offer. Make sure you do not miss out on a wetlands navigation, 
where you will surely see caiman, capybara and amazing bird life.  
 
 

Day 11: PUERTO VALLE – MENDOZA 
Breakfast 
Shared transfer to Posadas Airport from the lodge – Supplied by the lodge. 
Flight Posadas/Mendoza via Buenos Aires  
Only 15kg luggage allowance on domestic flights. Excess for own account.  
 

On arrival in Mendoza you will be met and transferred to your hotel.   
Rest of the day at leisure. Free for dinner. Overnight in Mendoza. 
 

Day 12:  MENDOZA – WINE EXPERIENCE 
Breakfast, Lunch 
There are about 1200 wineries in Argentina, of which 70% are in the Mendoza area. Argentina produces 
80% red wine and 20% white wine. 
  

Luján de Cuyo, the land of Malbec, invites you to experience this variety and other tremendous wines of the 
region, visiting and tasting in Internationally recognized wineries like DON MANUEL VILLEFRANE, LUIGI 
BOSCA and ALTA VISTA where you will enjoy a delicious lunch accompanied by their wines.  
 

http://www.puertovalle.com.ar/en/the-hotel-2/
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Wine excursion (Photos by Judy Vos) 

 
Today you will also visit the PASRAI OLIVE FACTORY. Very interesting operation and amazing to see how 
few people are required for the whole process. Included is a delicious olive tasting and demonstration of 
some lovely skin products.  
 

Return to your hotel late afternoon. Free for dinner. Overnight in Mendoza. 
 

Day 13:  MENDOZA - HIGH MOUNTAIN EXCURSION 
Breakfast, Lunch 
Depart Mendoza City to head for the most picture-postcard villages and historical places in the mountain along 
the international route between Mendoza and Chile. The mountains on either side have many colours from 
different mineral deposits: red and orange are iron, black is basalt, grey is volcanic rock, green is copper, 
yellow is sulphur and white is calcium or salt.   
 

The highway runs east to west across South America from Buenos Aires on the east coast, through Argentina, 
across the border with Chile, through Santiago and all the way to Valparaiso on the west coast. You will pass 
through 13 tunnels, only short stretches at the base of the mountain as it meets the road, mainly to offer a safe 
space when there is a land slide. There is evidence of the original railway line with zinc sheets forming 
protective tunnels in many places, to guard  the train against landslides. These have fallen into disrepair and 
lie in tatters in many places. All that work gone to waste because of the vagaries of nature.  
 

Stops along the way will include:  

 The Potrerillos’ Dam, formed by a glacier slide and covering an area of 31000 hectares 

 The Uspallata valley, including the town of Uspallata where we will stop for coffee 

 The famous Puente de Inca, Bridge of Incas, so named because legend has it that when an Inca king became ill,  he 

was brought to this place to partake of the hot springs. Because he could not cross the river to get to them, his 

minions made a human bridge across the gap to enable him to walk across, but in the process they were petrified. In 

fact, because of the abundance of sulphur, they were turned into stone! That is the legend and  the reason for the 

name, Bridge of Incas.  

 Aconcagua National Park viewpoint to enjoy the views and take some stunning photographs. 
 

Lunch at a rustic restaurant in the last small town before the border with Chile. 
Return to your hotel late afternoon. Free for dinner this evening. Overnight in Mendoza. 
  
Day 14:  MENDOZA          
Breakfast 
Day at leisure to explore Mendoza or take another wine tour (own account). Overnight in Mendoza. 
 

Day 15: DEPARTURE  
Breakfast 
Transfer to the airport for flight to Buenos Aires to connect with international flights home.  
Connection transfer between domestic and international airports in Buenos Aires (AEP/EZE) will be included. 

 

 


