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The magic of Cambodia casts a spell on many who visit this charming yet confounding kingdom - a country 
with a history both inspiring and depressing, an intoxicating place where the future is waiting to be shaped. 
The years of fear and loathing are finally over and Angkor is once more the symbol of the nation, drawing 
pilgrims from across the globe. Peace has come to this beautiful yet blighted land after three decades of war, 
and the Cambodian people have opened their arms to the world. Tourism has well and truly taken off, yet a 
journey here remains an adventure as much as a holiday. 
 
Day 1: ARRIVE PHNOM PENH  
Upon arrival, your guide will be waiting to transfer you to your hotel, where you will spend two nights.  
Rest of the day at leisure to rest after long flights.  
 
Day 2: PHNOM PENH - FULL DAY TOUR 
Breakfast, Lunch 

Phnom Penh is a growing and thriving city, nestled at the confluence of three rivers. With a tragic yet 
fascinating history, its landmarks are well worth a visit.  
 

 
Phnom Penh (Flickr, thabeljan) 
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Meet your guide at your hotel and set off into the country’s capital, starting with a visit to the Royal Palace, a 
stone's throw from the Tonle Sap River. Built in 1813 the palace contains several buildings which have been 
used for various ceremonies including the coronation of kings. Within the grounds is the Silver Pagoda, aptly 
named because of the 5000 silver tiles weighing 1kg each and covering the entire floor. Head on from here to 
the National Museum built during 1917-1920 and housed in an elegant terracotta building, in keeping with 
traditional design. After wandering through the museum, continue to Wat Phnom, the city’s main temple 
situated on top of a hill, thronged with worshipers.  
 

After lunch, you will visit the sobering and poignant Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, which documents the 
atrocities of the Khmer Rouge against the Cambodian people. Finish your afternoon on a lighter note with a 
visit to the vast Central Market where an abundance of colourful stalls will tempt you to buy some souvenirs. 
  

Free for dinner this evening.  
Overnight at your hotel. 
 
Day 3: PHNOM PENH – SIEM REAP  
Breakfast 

Take a half day boat trip to Koh Dack, a Mekong Island renowned for its silk weaving. Travel around the 
island, stopping to observe local artisans working on hand looms. This rare example of traditional silk 
production is slowly in decline as many silk producers are transitioning to factory jobs. 
 

Return to Phnom Penh airport for your flight to Siem Reap. 
Flight not included but can be booked by Cambodia operator. 
 

On arrival, your guide will be waiting to transfer you to your hotel where you will spend five nights.  
 
Day 4: SIEM REAP - FULL DAY TOUR  
Breakfast, Lunch 

Start with a visit to the South Gate of Angkor Thom where statues of the gods of good and evil line the 
entrance. Your next stop is the Bayon Temple, known for the hundreds of smiling faces gracing the towers. 
The bas reliefs are quite impressive and tell stories of daily life and the great battles fought between the 
Khmers and ancient Thais. Move on to Phimeanakas, shaped a bit like a pyramid with two ponds in the rear. 
The ponds were once used for religious rituals but today serve as swimming pools for Khmer children. Walk 
to the top of the temple for impressive views of the Angkor complex.  
 

 
 Entrance to Bayon Temple (Photo by Graham Vos) 
 

See the rows of trunks forming the wall of the Terrace of the Elephants, a platform from which King 
Jayavarman surveyed his army. Close by is the Terrace of Leper Kings, which includes a statue depicting 
Yana, the Hindu god of death. Then it is a short drive to one of the most loved temples of all - Ta Prohm. This 
small crumbling temple is held together by giant tree roots giving it a magical feel.  
 

 



3 | P a g e  
 

 
Return to Siem Reap for lunch and to escape the hot sun. Later in the afternoon explore the magnificent 
Angkor Wat, the world’s largest religious monument. This visually spectacular temple is a massive three-
tiered pyramid, rising 65 metres above the ground and crowned by five lotus towers.  
It is the national symbol of Cambodia and proudly appears on the country’s flag. Before returning to Siem 
Reap, round off your day with sunset views from the top of Pre Rup Temple.  
 

Free time for dinner.  
Overnight at your hotel. 
 
Day 5: SIEM REAP - FULL DAY TOUR  
Breakfast, Lunch 

Drive to the edge of the Tonle Sap Lake and embark on a cruise to Kompong Phluk, an isolated Khmer 
community of three villages built on wooden stilts, rising from six to eight metres high. The community has 
about 3,000 inhabitants who farm fish and vegetables on floating platforms. 
 

During your visit, your boat will take you through mangrove forests, a unique ecosystem that survives on 
flooded soil for months. Mangroves are also hosts to a variety of wild life: keep an eye out for birds and 
especially the crab-eating macaques!  
 

(Should the water level be too low for this boat trip, it will be replaced by a morning cooking class.)  
 

 
    Kompong Phluk (Flickr, Edwin lee) 
 

Buddhism is Cambodia’s central religion, and its influence is felt by millions here in countless aspects of daily 
life.  In this half-day adventure, you will be center stage for a traditional Buddhist ceremony. The experience 
offers a small but exciting taste of Cambodia’s religious traditions.  
 

Experience a traditional monk’s blessing at one of Siem Reap’s  most famous pagodas. The blessing, which 
takes around 30 minutes, involves guests sitting in front of the monks while they chant prayers in Pali 
(Buddhist) language. 
Incense and candles, as well as flowers such as lotus and jasmine, will be used in the ceremony along with 
an offering. The monk will end the blessing by tying a red thread around your wrist which signifies good luck 
and prosperity. 
Free time for dinner. Overnight at your hotel. 
 
Day 6: SIEM REAP - FULL DAY TOUR  
Breakfast, Lunch 

After breakfast drive to a small village, about 40 kilometers outside of Siem Reap. Along the way you will stop 
at the headquarters of a local non-profit organization employing village women who specialize in the 
traditional craft of mat weaving. The mats are sold in the markets to provide an income for the women (The 
mat-weaving workshop is closed on Sundays and public holidays).  
 

You will stop just outside the village and hop aboard an ox cart for a fun ride through the fields and to the 
home of a Khmer family specializing in making brooms.  
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Watch how they make brooms from natural materials, and maybe try it yourself! Then take a guided walking 
tour around the village where you will have the opportunity to participate in fishing, farming or animal 
husbandry activities, depending on the time of year.  
Enjoy a simple Khmer lunch followed by more activities or just spend time chatting with the locals. Funds 
from your tour go directly to the community to improve the lives of the people. Back to Siem Reap for some 
free time and leisure. 

Overnight at your hotel. 
 
Day 7: SIEM REAP - PHNOM KULEN MOUNTAIN FULL DAY TOUR 
Breakfast, Lunch 

Considered the birth place of the Khmer Empire, Phnom Kulen is about a 2 hour drive out of Siem Reap. The 
mountain is considered sacred and is the site where King Jayavarman proclaimed independence from Java 
in 802 and where the cult of the linga began. Lingas are phallic like, fertility statues that were worshiped by 
the king. Jayavarman had thousands of lingas carved into a sandstone river bed and the river diverted so he 
could bathe in the holy waters. At the top of Phnom Kulen is a pagoda where Buddhist and Hindu pilgrims 
come to worship. The mountain is also favoured by locals who come to admire the waterfalls and swim in the 
cool pools. 

Free time for dinner.  
Overnight at your hotel. 
 
Day 8: DEPART SIEM REAP  
Breakfast 

Your guide will meet you at your hotel and transfer you to the airport for your onward flight. 
 

 
Phnom Kulen Mountain Temple (Flickr, Wil) 
 

 

 
RATES ON REQUEST – WE CAN CUSTOMIZE TO SUIT YOUR PREFERENCES. 

 

 


