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“CHERRY BLOSSOM TIME, JAPAN” 
ESCORTED TOUR      MARCH – APRIL 2021 

 

 

日本へようこそ 
             Nihon e yōkoso    Welcome to Japan 
 

 

Over a period of many centuries, Japan has slowly developed from an ancient civilization into one of the 

most technologically advanced countries in the world, but there’s a lot more to Japan than its urban 

landscapes. Japan offers exquisite scenery across the country for people to soak in its beauty; its garden-

filled history is linked to the Shinto, Buddhist and Taoist faiths, offering the visitor serenity and tranquillity.  
 

Here the old blends with the new; the natural blends with the industrial; the train system is known for its 

speed, cleanliness and reliability; the cuisine is world famous, the people are gracious and friendly and 

Japan is one of the safest countries in the world. 
 

During our tour, we will explore the very best of Japan while marvelling at the beauty of the cherry blossoms, if 

they are kind enough to display at their best for us. Travelling between cities on various different trains, including 

the Shinkansen Bullet Trains, our illuminating journey will take us from busy urban streets to historic icons, from 

city hotels to country inns. During our time together we will experience Tokyo, Hakone, Takayama, Kanazawa, 

Miyajima, Hiroshima and Kyoto. Accommodation will be in reputable hotels and inns, rated 4 on Tripadvisor, 

most located quite close to railway stations to facilitate our train journeys.  
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JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS 

 
 

 The urban bustle of Tokyo  
  

 Hakone National Park, in the shadow of Mt. Fuji 
 

 Hot springs, cultural highlights & famous beer 
 

 Unique architecture and picturesque countryside  
 

 Well preserved “old towns” 
 

 Japan's iconic Torii Gate 
 

 Unique local culture 
 

 A  cuisine journey to delight the taste buds 
 

 Incredible train journeys 
 

 Cherry blossoms – Sakura -  although due to 
weather conditions, they cannot be guaranteed  
 
 

 
 
 
 
   *All photographs not notated with their source have been taken by Graham Vos from Custom Touring on a previous tour.* 

 
 

       
            Shinkansen Bullet Train                            Limited Express Train                                    Switchback Train                            
        (Photo by Flickr, Laszlo Ilyes)                                                                                          

 

DETAILED ITINERARY 
 

 

DAY 1 – : ARRIVAL IN TOKYO 
Dinner 
On arrival at Haneda or Narita airport in Tokyo, you will be met by a Japanese speaking driver and transferred 
to our hotel, where we will spend two nights.  
(English speaking Meet & Greet service available on request at extra charge.)  
MITSUI GARDEN UENO HOTEL or similar, moderate room 
The rest of the day is at leisure to recover from long flights or to explore this famous mega-city on your own.   
Welcome Dinner (with all you can drink!) this evening to meet your tour leader and fellow travellers. 
 
Day 2 – : TOKYO  
Breakfast  
Today, our local guide will give us our 14 day Japan Rail Passes for all our train travel in Japan, also an IC card 
to be used for buses and trains with 2500Y already loaded. This can also be used to buy food from vendors. 

Relax and enjoy your exciting holiday while Custom Touring’s experienced tour leader takes 

care of luggage transfer arrangements, changing trains and handling tips where necessary. 
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For our city tour we will use Tokyo’s convenient and ultra-modern public transport system to discover the iconic 
sights of a city rebuilt from devastation after World War II into a society based on culture, security, excellent food 
and extraordinary courtesy. There is barely any poverty in Tokyo, a very low crime rate and a world class 
transport system.  
Our private guided tour will take us first to Meiji Jingu, Tokyo’s most famous shrine, dedicated to the late 
Emperor Meiji and a popular Shinto site for local weddings.  
We take a walk down Omotesando, a broad, tree lined avenue located in the fashionable Harajuku district 
designed by internationally renowned architects and symbolic of modern Tokyo,  and featuring a number of 
fashion flagship stores, such as Louis Vuitton and Prada.  
Omotesando is sometimes referred to as "Tokyo's Champs-Élysées". 
 

We then hop on the subway to Asakusa, part of Tokyo’s Shitamachi, or old town. Asakusa is home to Tokyo’s 
oldest Buddhist temple and is the city’s oldest Geisha district. Wander around the surrounding streets, dotted 
with an array of traditional shops selling local artisanal products and souvenirs. 
 

Included today: Full day private English speaking guide 
Public transportation fee (Covered by 2500JPY Value IC Card)  
 

  
                     Senso-ji Temple                                                                Omotesando  "Tokyo's Champs-Élysées". 
 

 

Day 3 – : TOKYO - HAKONE 
Breakfast, Dinner 
Today we meet with our local guide and transfer with him/her by private vehicle to Hakone National Park, the 

gateway to Mt. Fuji. The small town of Hakone is famous for its onsen, Japanese natural hot springs, and is 

surrounded by an abundance of natural beauty. Since ancient times, onsen water has been renowned to help 

maintain a beautiful skin. The hot springs energise the metabolism and relieve chronic fatigue and stress. 
 

Enjoy the view from 2,300m at Mt Fuji’s 5
th
 station.  Take a 7 minute ropeway ride to the peak of Mt 

Komagatake where we will spend about 50 minutes exploring the peak, admiring the view and taking awesome 
photographs.  
 

Cruise on a majestic replica pirate ship across Ashinoko Lake, formed by a volcanic eruption over 3000 years 
ago! Then take a ride on the Hakone Tozan switchback train, zigzagging through the mountains, with 
breathtaking views of the surrounding valleys. These small trains wind themselves through the narrow, densely 
wooded valley over many bridges and tunnels, stopping at small stations along the way and changing directions 
at three switchbacks. Hopefully the weather will be kind to us and we will allow us to catch glimpses of the very 
shy Mt Fuji along the way. 
 

Check in to our hotel in Hakone, HAKONE KOWAKIEN TENYU or similar, Japanese Room with private 

open air bath.   This typical Japanese inn is called a ryokan. We will spend two nights here . 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Champs-%C3%89lys%C3%A9es
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Champs-%C3%89lys%C3%A9es
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With sliding doors, rice paper screens and tatami mats, it is the ultimate onsen hot spring experience.  (Futon 

beds are provied here; Western style beds may be requested, but are subject to availability.) 
 

This evening, we will change into our yukata (lightweight kimono provided) for a sumptuous Japanese set menu 

meal called a  kaiseki dinner – numerous small dishes of food typical to the region. 
 

Included today: Private English speaking guide & private vehicle from Tokyo to Hakone via Mt Fuji 
 

     
               Pirate ship on Ashinoko Lake                                                          Kaseiki Dinner and traditional bed                       

 
Day 4 – : HAKONE  
Breakfast, Dinner 
Today is a day at leisure to explore Hakone and its scenic spots on your own. Revisit the lake, take another ride 
on the switchback train or browse in the many galleries, museums and craft markets where you can learn a craft 
from the master himself.  
 

Our main luggage will be sent on ahead to Kanazawa tomorrow. One bag per person is  included in the 

tour price.  Pack an overnight bag for our next two nights in Takayama. It is recommended to use a 

backpack for this purpose, but keep it light.   

 
Day 5 – : HAKONE - TAKAYAMA 
Breakfast, Dinner 
Take one last soak in your onsen before our journey to Takayama. We will transfer to Odawara station by 
private vehicle after breakfast. 
 

We ride the first leg on the world famous Shinkansen bullet train, travelling up to 230kmh!  On arrival at 
Nagoya Station, our Meet & Greet assistant will help us to change onto the Limited Express Hida Wideview 
for one of the most scenic train routes in Japan, winding its way through tall mountains and stunning gorges.  
                         
On arrival in Takayama, nestled high in the Hida alpine region known as the Japanese Alps, we will be met by a 
local guide and will take the free hotel shuttle to our ryokan to drop off our bags. Our discovery of this beautifully 
preserved “old town” will be on foot and will include a visit to one of the many sake breweries for a taste of the 
high quality local brew. Due to its previously inaccessible location, the town was cut off from the rest of Japan, 
and developed its own distinctive culture.  
 

We spend two nights in Takayama at TAKAYAMA OUAN or similar, Japanese-Western room 
 

Included today: Private transfer from Hakone hotel to Odawara station (driver only) 
Meet & Greet service in Nagoya station 
Half day private English speaking guide in Takayama 
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 Day 6 – : TAKAYAMA – SHIRAKAWAGO - TAKAYAMA 
Breakfast, Dinner 
After breakfast, we take a stroll with our local guide to the Miyagawa morning market, where locals come to sell 
artisanal goods and fresh produce. Try some of the region’s delicious fruit and vegetables. Mid-morning, we 
take a half day tour by private vehicle to Shirakawago, nestled in remote mountains along the Shogewa River 
Valley.  
Arrive in this UNESCO World Heritage Site and visit some of the centuries-old traditional gassho-zukuri 
farmhouses up close. Designed to look like hands in prayer, these farmhouses can withstand heavy snowfalls in 
the winter and have spacious attics for cultivating silk worms. 
 

   
                       Miyagawa market produce                                                                    Gassho-zukuri farmhouses 
 

Included today: Full day private English speaking guide in Takayama & Shirakawago 
Private vehicle between Takayama and Shirakawago 
 

Day 7 – : TAKAYAMA - KANAZAWA 
Breakfast, Dinner 
Today we transfer to Takayama station by complimentary shuttle from our ryokan and head to Kanazawa, 
starting with a 90km journey, taking 1 ½ hours,  on the scenic Hida Wide View Express to Toyama station. 
Here we meet our guide and transfer with him/her to the Shinkansen Bullet Train for the next 59km to 
Kanazawa Station, taking just 20 minutes.  On arrival at the Kanazawa station, we board a private vehice for a 
visit to the Omicho Market where we will be free for lunch. On to visit the merchant district of Owaricho before 
heading to the Kanazawa Castle Park. Wander around the castle remains and on to Kenrokuen, one of Japan’s 
top three gardens comprising of the essential attributes: spaciousness, seclusion, artifice, antiquity, water-
courses and panoramas.  
 

  
           Kenrokuen  Garden (Flickr, Ben & Gab)                                                    Kanazawa Castle (Flickr, Suri) 
 

Finish up in the Higashi Chaya District, one of the three well-preserved chaya districts in Kanazawa. A chaya, or 
‘tea house,’ is the traditional location where geishas entertain their guests with traditional song and dance. We 
will have opportunity to visit a Hakuza, a shop selling Kanazawa’s specialty - gold leaf products, with an inner 
tearoom covered with gold!  
 

Our guide will accompany us to our hotel where we spend one night. HOTEL VISTA KANAZAWA or similar, 
superior room.  Dinner at a local restaurant this evening.  
 

Included today: Private English speaking guide from Toyama 
Private vehicle in Kanazawa 
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Our main luggage will be sent on ahead to Kyoto tomorrow morning. This luggage transfer is included 

in the tour price. Pack an overnight  bag for our 2 nights in Hiroshima.  

 

Day 8 – : KANAZAWA - HIROSHIMA 
Breakfast 
We make our own way to Kanazawa station (a 6 minute walk) and travel aboard the Limited Express 
Thunderbird from Kanazawa to Kyoto station where our Meet & Greet serrvice will help us to change trains to 
the Shinkansen Bullet Train for our onward journey to Hiroshima.  

 

On arrival in the afternoon, we will meet our local guide and head to the Peace Park and Museum by private 
vehicle for a sobering remembrance of the tragic event from over half a century ago. Despite the heartbreaking 
history, the city’s message of peace and hope remains strong, especially in its vibrantly modern urban culture.  
 

Wander around town to see firsthand the relaxed atmosphere, wide boulevards, galleries, variety of foods and 
welcoming locals.  
Check in to MITSUI GARDEN HIROSHIMA or similar, moderate room, where we spend 2 nights. 
 

Included today: Half day private English speaking guide & private vehicle in Hiroshima 
 

  
                       Hiroshima (Flickr, Nick Turner)                                           Peace Park, Hiroshima (Flickr, Matt Watts) 

 

Day 9 – : HIROSHIMA – MIYAJIMA - HIROSHIMA 
Breakfast 
Today, with our local guide, we will see one of Japan’s most famous sites by hopping on the ferry to Miyajima 
Island, situated in Hatsukaichi City in south-western Hiroshima. The entire island is designated as a historic site 
where mountains, sea and red shrine buildings blend together in harmony.  
 

Our day starts with the unique Itsuku-shima-jinja Shrine which appears to be floating in the sea. Its solemn and 
gorgeous architectural beauty is in the shinden style, popular around the 10

th
 century. The main shrine, a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site, with its red pillars and white walls, together with the symbol of Miyajima, the  
O-torii Gate in the sea, creates a wonderful contrast with the dark green woods and deep blue sea.   
 

After visiting Momiji-dani park with its many maple trees, we will have the option of taking the cableway or 
climbing to the top of Mt. Mi-sen for a spectacular view of the numerous islands of the Seto Inland Sea. 
 

Return with our local guide by ferry and streetcar to our hotel in Hiroshima.  
 

Included today: Full day private English speaking guide in Miyajima 
 

Day 10 – : HIROSHIMA - KYOTO  
Breakfast 
Make our way to Hiroshima station where we hop on the Shinkansen Bullet Train for our journey to Japan’s 
cultural capital, Kyoto. Home to an astonishing 2,000 shrines and temples, including 17 UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites, this destination will have you enraptured in the ancient customs of Japan.  
 

On arrival at Kyoto station, a Meet & Greet service will be waiting to take us to our hotel, where we will spend  
2 nights.  KEIHAN KYOTO GRANDE or similar, standard room. 
 

Public transport will convey us to a tea house where we will attend a traditional Japanese Tea Ceremony. 
 

The  rest of the day is at leisure to explore this famous city on your own. Free for dinner this evening. 
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Day 11 – : KYOTO 
Breakfast, Dinner 
Today, with a knowledgeable local guide,  we will enjoy a tour of the former imperial capital by private vehicle, to 
visit some of Kyoto’s iconic World Heritage Sites. 
 

Travel to Nijo Castle, built by the founder of the Edo Shogunate. Observe the momoyama architecture, 
decorated sliding doors and ‘chirping’ nightingale floors as you stroll through the palace grounds. Venture 
onwards to Ryoan-ji, the site of Japan's most famous rock garden. You will glimpse Zen Buddhist tradition as 
you gaze onto the precisely arranged stones. Sit back on the patio and consider the significance of this 
meditative spot, before we head to Kinkakuji, or the Golden Pavilion. Originally a retirement villa for the Shogun, 
Kinkakuji is now a Buddhist temple and one of the most famous sights in all of Kyoto. 
 

  
              Ryoan-ji rock garden  (Flickr, TetsuhiroTenada)                             Kinkakuji Temple  (Flickr, Alan Levine) 

 
In the afternoon, enjoy a guided stroll in Kyoto’s most charming district, Higashiyama. Begin with Kiyomizu 
Temple, taking in the incredible vistas of the city from the 13-meter high veranda jutting out from the main hall. 
Marvel at its unique architecture, built without the use of nails or any kind of joiners. Descend, and wander 
around Higashiyama’s quaint streets, enjoying the array of shops selling souvenirs including Kiyomizu-yaki 
pottery, sweets and pickles. 
 

**Several of the buildings at Kiyomizudera are being renovated step by step over the coming years. Currently, the 

Okunoin Hall, which is well known for the temple's secondary balcony and the neighboring Amida Hall and Shaka Hall 

are being renovated. The construction has a certain but not overwhelming impact on a visit. Later in the decade, the 

main hall will also undergo renovation which can be expected to have a bigger impact on a visit** 
 

Farewell dinner (with all you can drink!)  at a local restaurant near our hotel.   
 

Included today: Full day private English speaking guide  & private vehicle in Kyoto 
                                  
Day 12 – : DEPARTURE 
Breakfast 
After checking out, you can store your luggage at the hotel and take advantage of your final hours in this historic 
city, browsing for last minute shopping and enjoying some traditional food.  Your Japan Rail Pass covers your 
travel for today and can be used to travel to Kansai Airport in Osaka (about 2 hours) for homebound flight or 
continue to Tokyo for onward journeys.  If you are staying on for a few more days in Kyoto, the pass will still be 
valid for your final train trip to Osaka or Kyoto. 
 

(Private airport shuttle Kyoto/Osaka with Japanese speaking driver is available on request at an extra charge) 

 
DATES AND RATES ARE NOT AVAILABLE YET.  IF THIS DESTINATION IS ON YOUR 

BUCKET LIST,  SEND US YOUR DETAILS TO ENSURE YOU RECEIVE THIS INFORMATION 

AS SOON AS DATES AND RATES ARE FINALIZED.   

 

 


