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Situated at the cross roads of Asia and Europe, Turkey is the treasure trove of a dozen 

civilizations and a diverse cultural heritage.   
 Visit Istanbul with thousands of years of history, beautiful architecture and exciting 

bazaars abounding with jewelry, leather goods, carpets and more 
 Explore famous and ancient archaeological sites 
 Marvel at the surrealist landscapes of Cappadocia 

 Visit the Gallipolli battlefields from World War I 
 Enjoy the enchanted shores of the Mediterranean coast 

 
For those who have previously 
visited Turkey with us, this tour 

offers some new insights into the 
country and its people. 

 

The tour will be escorted by our 

experienced tour leader, who will 
take care of everything, including 

keeping track of luggage and 
handling all the tipping.  

 

We will also be accompanied  by 

professional English speaking 
Turkish tour guides.  

 

Accommodation in comfortable  

3+/4* hotels including breakfast. 
 

 

Join us on a tour of discovery and enchantment – into the Heart of Turkey! 

HEART OF TURKEY - ESCORTED TOUR 

16 DAYS: 23 SEPT – 08 OCT 2020 
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DETAILED ITINERARY 
 

Welcome to Turkey - Türkiye'ye hoşgeldiniz 
 

Day 1 -  Wed 23 Sep:   ARRIVE  ISTANBUL 
Dinner  
On arrival at Istanbul’s new Sabiha Gokcen Airport, you will be welcomed by a guide at the exit of the 
terminal and transferred to your hotel in the old city, where we spend three nights. 
 

Meet your tour leader and fellow travelers at our Welcome Dinner this evening 
 

Istanbul is a city of contrasts, an enchanting blend of Eastern and Western culture, a vibrant, modern city, with 
a unique identity. Its rich past coexists with modern life. Although no longer the capital of Turkey (which is now 
Ankara), Istanbul still remains the country's cultural and business centre. 
The city has a stunning location, surrounded by water: the narrow strait of the Bosphorus and the serene Sea of 
Marmara separating Europe from Asia.  Formerly Byzantium, then Constantinople and finally Istanbul, this has 
been the capital of three Empires, each leaving their mark in the form of palaces, castles, mosques, churches 
and monuments. The legacy of its rich past can be seen on every corner of the modern city. 

 
Day 2 – Thu 24 Sep:       ISTANBUL 
Breakfast 
Our first experience of Istanbul will introduce us to Old Istanbul and give us a feel of the area.  Our tour will 
include such icons as  

 the HAGIA SOPHIA, the “Church of Divine Wisdom”, built by Constantine the Great in the 4th century 
and reconstructed by Justinian in the 6th century.  

 the great TOPKAPI PALACE, home of the Ottoman Sultans from 15th to 19th centuries. Marvel at an 
exquisite collection of crystal, silver, Chinese porcelain, robes worn by the Sultans and their families, 
the famous jewels of the Imperial Treasury, miniatures and the Holy Mantle.  

 The Sultanahmet Imperial Mosque, known as the BLUE MOSQUE because of its magnificent interior 
of blue Iznik tiles. 

 the HIPPODROME, the scene of chariot races in ancient times, with the three monuments: the 
Obelisk of Theodosius, the bronze Serpentine column and the Column of Constantine.  
 

 

  
The Blue Mosque (Photos by Graham Vos) 

 
Free time to find lunch at one of the many small restaurants in the area.     
After lunch we will transfer to the GRAND COVERED BAZAAR. In the labyrinth of streets and passages 
are more than 4,000 shops with each trade having its own area:  
the goldsmith street, the carpet sellers, Turkish arts and crafts such as hand painted ceramic plates, hand-
honed copperware, brassware and trays, water ewers, onyx-ware and Meerschaum pipes. 
 

Return to our hotel. Free for dinner this evening. 
Overnight in Istanbul. 
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Day 3 – Fri 25 Sep:  ISTANBUL 
Breakfast, Dinner 
Day at leisure to further explore Istanbul on your own. You may want to return to the Grand Bazaar, or 
perhaps visit the Spice Bazaar offering many Exotic Spices and Herbs, Turkish Baklava, Turkish Delight, 
Turkish Coffee, nuts and fruits, small souvenirs such as Ceramic Handicrafts, Evil Eyes totems, all natural 
olive oil, soaps and many other goods on display. 
  

For our last evening in Istanbul, we will be treated to an exotic Dinner Cruise on the Bosphorous. Relax 
and enjoy the delicious Turkish cuisine accompanied by folk dancing and performances, including the ever 
alluring belly dancing. Perhaps we will be invited to join!  
  

       
                                                            Hagia Sophia and street vendor (Photo by Judy Vos) 
 
 

Day 4 – Sat 26 Sep:   ISTANBUL - GALLIPOLLI 
Breakfast, local lunch, local dinner   
Early departure today for our drive to Gallipoli to visit the battle fields, with a stop along the way for a 20 
minute break to relax in a restaurant area. We will arrive in Gallipoli around noon and have a break for 
lunch and some rest time before departing to the battle fields.  
 

The World War I battle for control of the Dardanelles(Hellespont) strait was fought mainly on 
Turkey’s Gallipoli peninsula, with appalling casualties. Around 100,000 were killed and 400,000 wounded 
during the nine-month campaign (1915-1916) between the Ottoman Empire and the Allied powers - British 
Empire, including Australia and New Zealand, and France. Ottoman forces, some of whom were 
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Mustafa Kemal (later Atatürk) knew that if the Allied ships got through, 
it might mean the conquest of their country. It was here that Kemal proved his brilliance and courage as a 
military leader, which made him a national hero, and later the founder of the Turkish Republic. Although 
there was no military victory, the Australians and New Zealanders displayed great courage, endurance, 
initiative and discipline. Such qualities came to be seen as the Anzac spirit; Anzac Day commemorates the 
landing of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) at Gallipoli in 1915, remembering those 
who served their country in wars and conflicts. 
 
Today, the Gallipoli battlefields are silent, preserved as a national historic park strewn with marble and 
bronze monuments, one of the most emotionally touching places in Turkey. 
 

https://turkeytravelplanner.com/go/ThraceMarmara/index.html
https://turkeytravelplanner.com/details/History/Ottomans.html
https://turkeytravelplanner.com/details/History/Ataturk.html
https://turkeytravelplanner.com/details/History/TurkishRepublic.html
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Sites visited today include: 
 

 Gabatepe Museum, housing many of the 
war artefacts found out on the Gallipolli 
Peninsula 

 Anzac Cove, at the north end of which 
lies the Ariburnu Cemetery, used during 
the campaign by the Allied troops to lay 
their fallen soldiers to rest, predominantly 
Australian troops. It is the site of a large 
stone monument with the words spoken 
by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk when the first 
Australian, New Zealand and British 
visited in 1934.  

 Beach Cemetery, Shrapnel Valley and 
Plugges Plateau, all small 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
cemeteries containing the remains of 
allied troops who died during the Battle of 
Gallipoli. 

  
After the tour we drive to our hotel in 
Canakkale for dinner and overnight. 
       

    

                                               Moving words by Atatürk (Photo by Judy Vos) 

  
Day 5 – Sun 27 Sep: GALLIPOLLI – PERGAMOM - KASADASI                             
Breakfast, local lunch, local dinner   
08h30 departure for  a leisurely 3 ½ hour drive to Pergamon where we will enjoy lunch in a local 
restaurant. 
 

After lunch, we depart for a tour of the magnificent acropolis of Pergamon, majestically situated on a hill. 
Its impressive temples and library made it a renowned cultural and political center in ancient times. 
Pergamon is famous for its jewelry, stones and silver which  we will have opportunity to see during our 30 
minute visit to a jewelry center before continuing on to Kusadasi.  
 

Dinner and Overnight in Kusadasi. 
 

 
Pergamom (Photo by Judy Vos) 
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Day 6 – Mon 28 Sep:    KUSADASI - EPHESUS TOUR - TURKISH VILLAGE of SIRINCE 
Breakfast, local lunch 
08h30 departure for our guided tour of Ephesus, one of the best preserved ancient sites in the world.  
Sites visited today include: Temple of Artemis, Curetes Street, famous Roman baths, Celsus Library, 
Grand Theatre, House of the Virgin Mary 
 

After lunch we will visit a carpet weaving centre and continue on to visit a typical Turkish village called 
Sirince where the style of construction is typical to Anatolian Greeks. The houses on the slope are all 
original with their white paint. Sirince Village has a reputation for making some of the best wines in Turkey 
- especially fruit wines. We will visit the vineyards to learn from Turkish wine makers how to make fruit 
wine and this evening you will be tested on your knowledge of making fruit wine! 

 

Today we will also visit one of the famous leather production centers of the region, where you will have the 
opportunity to make a purchase at factory rate, while avoiding the constant nagging and sometimes 
bullying well known in the markets of Turkey. Enjoy this shopping experience whilst gaining the knowledge 
of the ancient craftsmen. 
 

Return to Kusadasi. Free for dinner this evening. Overnight in Kusadasi. 
 

 
Celsus Library (Photo by Judy Vos) 

 

 
Sirince village (Photo by Graham Vos) 
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Day 7 – Tue 29 Sep:   KUSADASI - PAMUKKALE  
Breakfast, local lunch, local dinner  
08h00 departure for Pamukkale. Check into our hotel around midday and enjoy a lunch break. 
In the afternoon we will have time to wander around the archaeological site of Hierapolis, an ancient city 
located on hot springs in classical Phrygia. The city was founded by the Pergamom king around 190 BC.  
It was also home to an early Christian community. The ruins comprise an archaeological museum 
designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
 

Visit Pamukkale, the “Cotton Castle”, a white cascade of calcite bearing water, which formed stalactites, 
pools and terraces.  The water is renowned for its healing properties. The hot springs have been used as a 
spa since the 2nd century BC, with many patrons retiring there. The great baths were constructed with 
huge stone blocks without the use of cement and consisted of various sections linked together.   
 

We will have the opportunity to lie in the waters of the natural springs. (Bathing costume required!) 
 

Dinner and overnight in Pamukkale.  
 

 
Calcite terraces overlooking Pamukkale (Photo by Judy Vos) 

 
Day 8 – Wed 30 Sep:   PAMUKKALE - BODRUM  
Breakfast  
After breakfast, we drive about 4 hours to Bodrum where we check into our hotel for 2 nights.  
The rest of the day is at leisure. 
 

Free for lunch and dinner today. Overnight in Bodrum. 
 
Day 9 – Thu 01 Oct:   BODRUM  ~ CITY TOUR  
Breakfast,  dinner  
After a leisurely breakfast, we depart around 09h30 for our Bodrum City Tour.  

 Castle of St. Peter, the symbol of Bodrum. The Crusader castle was built by the Knights of St. John 
between 1402 and 1409. Today the castle's rooms are a museum where discoveries from the Bronze 
Age, Mycenaean, Archaic and Classical, Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine periods are exhibited. 
The castle also houses the largest underwater archaeological museum in Turkey, one of the few of 
its kind in the world. The reconstruction of a ship-wreck here makes the visit worthwhile.  

 View what is left of one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, the Mausoleum, King Mausolus' 
tomb, a burial monument of huge dimensions and sumptuous architecture. Today you can see the 
cleared platform and some of the finds from the magnificent Mausoleum. The stones were used for 
the construction of the castle and some parts of the tomb are exhibited at the British Museum in 
London, England.  

 The Amphitheatre, located on the hillside overlooking Bodrum. Built in the time of Mausolus, it is one 
of the very few surviving pre-Hellenistic theaters in Asia Minor and thus one of the oldest.  

 

Dinner and overnight in Bodrum  
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Bodrum (Flickr, Ming-Yen Hsu) 

 
Day 10 – Fri 02 Oct:   BODRUM - FETHIYE  
Breakfast,  dinner  
Private vehicle for our drive from Bodrum to Fethiye, approximately 5 hours, with a break along the way.  
 

Dinner and overnight in Fethiye.  
 
Day 11 – Sat 03 Oct:   FETHIYE   
Breakfast,  lunch 
Today we will enjoy a gulet cruise among the islands of the Gulf of Fethiye, hopping from bay to bay while 
we soak up the sun: 12 Island Tour will include Flat Island, Dockyard Island, Red Island, Yassica Island. 
Swim, snorkel or simply relax on deck with a book - the day is yours to enjoy. Guests can also make their 
way on land to explore the ancient ruins scattered on  islands throughout this area.  
Lunch will be served on board. 
 
Included: Transfers from/to hotel, air conditioned vehicle, lunch  
Excluded: Drinks on Boat, Optional Activities  
 

After our day on the water, we will return to Fethiye. 
Free for  dinner this evening.  
Overnight in Fethiye.   
 

 
Fethiye (Flickr, Cenk Sarioglu) 
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Day 12 – Sun 04 Oct: FETHIYE TO ANTALYA  
Breakfast, dinner 
After breakfast, 09h30 transfer to Antalya, about a 4 hour drive.  
After checking in to our hotel, the rest of the day will be at leisure. 
 

Antalya, located on the Mediterranean coast, at the foot of Mount Taurus (Toros), is Turkey’s second most 
important tourist destination, after Istanbul.  
According to tradition, in the 2nd century BC the Pergamon king Attalos II ordered his men to find "heaven 
on earth". After an extensive search, they discovered the region of Antalya. Attalos rebuilt the city, giving it 
the name "Attaleia" which later mutated in Turkish as Adalia and then Antalya.  
Although a modern city, Antalya is home to historical gems, many of which can be discovered on a 
meander through its old quarter (Kaleici) within the Roman city walls.  
 

Dinner and overnight in Antalya. 
 
Day 13 – Mon 05 Oct: ANTALYA  
Breakfast 
Day at leisure today: lie in late, enjoy the sunshine and magnificent beach with crystal clear sea; explore 
the city, shop in the local markets, or enjoy a cruise on one of the replica pirate ships in the bay.  
 

Free for lunch and dinner today.   
Overnight in Antalya.  
 

 
Street markets in Antalya (Photo by Judy Vos) 

 
Day 14 – Tue 06 Oct: ANTALYA TO CAPPADOCIA  
Breakfast, local dinner 
We will check out after breakfast and have some free time until we depart for Antalya airport for our 
domestic flight to Cappadocia.  
On arrival at Kayseri airport, we will be met and transferred to our hotel in the region of Cappadocia.  
The rest of the day is at leisure to explore on your own or just relax.  
 

Dinner and Overnight in Cappadocia.  
 
Day 15 – Wed 07 Oct: CAPPADOCIA – RED TOUR  
Breakfast, local lunch, Farewell Dinner 
Today we will get to know the Cappadocia region, a volcanic area in which the geological formation started 
10 million years ago. As a result of these formations, phallic like pillars have come to life and are iconic of 
this region. Cappadocia is also famous for its crafts, including ceramics and carpets.  
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Our tour today starts with Uchisar Castle, the highest point of Cappadocia. After Uchisar, we will visit 
Goreme Open Air Museum, famous for 10th century frescoes describing the life of Jesus Christ and 
monks. Next stop is Cavusin, an abandoned village with old Greek cave houses. 
 

 
Cappadocia (Photo by Pannell’s Tours) 

 
Lunch at a local restaurant. 
 
After lunch, our tour takes us to: 

 a pottery workshop 

 Pasabagi with its three-headed fairy chimneys 

 a workshop for Cappadocian handwoven carpets and kilims 

 the Devrent Valley, also called Imagination Valley, where natural rock formations resembe animals 

 a wineshop in Urgup for wine tasting.  

 the Three Beauties, three beautiful fairy chimneys with their hats, the iconic symbol of Cappadocia.  
 

At approximately 18h00 we will return to our hotel for a short rest before transferring to a special 
restaurant for our Farewell Dinner, including a cultural show and unlimited local drinks. 
Overnight in Cappadocia.   
 
Day 16 – Thu 08 Oct: CAPPADOCIA TO ISTANBUL – DEPARTURE 
Breakfast 
 After breakfast there may be some free time for shopping before our departure to Kayseri airport for our 
domestic flight to Istanbul to connect with ongoing international flights. 
(Extra night in Istanbul, if required to tie in with flight times, is available on request.) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

TOUR PRICE – in EURO 
PER PERSON SHARING           €  2,200 
PER SINGLE                        €  2,660 
Price based on 16 passengers. A supplement may be charged for lower numbers.  

EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT OF  € 100 PP VALID UNTIL 31 MARCH 2020! 
 

 

OPTIONAL SERVICES – PER PERSON RATES 
Hot Air Balloon ride, Cappadocia       € 220-275 (estimate for 2020) 

Whirling Dervishes in Istanbul          € 55   
Turkish Bath, Kusadasi     € 50     

 
These optional services must be pre-booked through Custom Touring.  
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INCLUDED 
 Private arrival transfer airport/hotel in Istanbul 
 Domestic flight from Antalya to Cappadocia  
 Domestic flight from Cappadocia to Istanbul 
 3 nights accommodation in Istanbul 
 1 night accommodation in Canakkale  
 2 nights accommodation in Kusadasi  
 1 night accommodation in Pamukkale  
 2 nights accommodation in Bodrum 
 2 nights accommodation in Fethiye  
 2 nights accommodation in Antalya   
 2 nights accommodation in Cappadocia 
 Daily breakfast, 6 lunches and 10 dinners  
 Bosphorus Dinner Cruise in Istanbul 
 12 Islands Cruise in Fethiye 
 Guided Istanbul city tour 
 Guided Gallipoli tour 
 Guided Pergamon tour 
 Guided Ephesus tour 
 Guided Turkish village tour 
 Guided Bodrum Old City tour 
 Guided Cappadocia tour 
 All entrance fees mentioned in the itinerary 
 Transportation in a private fully air conditioned, non - smoking coach 
 Professional English speaking tour guides 
 Services of Custom Touring’s tour leader 
 Tips and gratuities for drivers and guides 

 
NOT INCLUDED 

 International flights 
 Travel insurance 
 Turkey entry visa (can be obtained online) 
 Items of a personal nature such as alcoholic drinks, cold drinks, laundry 
 Any other expenses which are not mentioned in the included section 
 Optional post-tour night/s and departure transfer if required in Istanbul 
 Optional pre-tour night/s in Istanbul 

 

 
Antalya sunset (Photo by Judy Vos) 

 

 
                                                                            


