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“JAPAN BY TRAIN” 
ESCORTED TOUR    

   20–30 SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “JAPAN BY RAIL” 
    ESCORTED TOUR    02 – 13 SEPTEMBER 2019 
 

 

日本へようこそ 
                      Nihon e yōkoso      Welcome to Japan 

 

 

Over a period of many centuries, Japan has slowly developed from an ancient civilization into one of the 

most technologically advanced countries in the world, but there’s a lot more to Japan than its urban 

landscapes. Japan offers exquisite scenery across the country for people to soak in its beauty; its garden-

filled history is linked to the Shinto, Buddhist and Taoist faiths, offering the visitor serenity and tranquillity.  

 

Here the old blends with the new; the natural blends with the industrial; the train system is known for its 

speed, cleanliness and reliability; the cuisine is world famous, the people are gracious and friendly and 

Japan is one of the safest countries in the world. 
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During our tour, we will explore the very best of Japan, travelling between cities on various different trains, 

including the Shinkansen Bullet Trains. Our illuminating journey, encompassing the dynamic and fascinating 

allure of Japan, will take us from busy urban streets to historic icons, from city hotels to country inns. During our 

time together we will experience Tokyo, Hakone, Takayama, Kanazawa, Miyajima, Hiroshima and Kyoto. 

Accommodation will be in 4* hotels, some located quite close to railway stations to facilitate our train journeys.  
 

JOURNEY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 The urban charm of Tokyo  
 

 Hakone National Park, in the shadow of Mt. Fuji 
 

 Hot springs, cultural highlights & famous beer 
 

 Unique architecture and picturesque countryside  
 

 Well preserved castle town and a geisha house 
 

 Japan's iconic Torii Gate 
 

 Tea ceremony &  unique local culture 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For serious Model Railway Enthusiasts:  Your Tour Leader  will be arriving one day early in Tokyo to 

have time for a visit to HOBBY CENTER KATO which is not far from our hotel. You are welcome to join 

him (for your own account)  http://www.katomodels.com/shop/hctokyo_e.shtml  

“The spacious and relaxing showroom enables model railroad enthusiasts to enjoy KATO's products that have 
come from over 40 years in the model railroad industry. You will be informed of the latest products and future 
developments in KATO products. Experience large railroad layouts and a "Live" operating exhibition.” 
HOURS: Weekdays:  11.00 am. – 8:00 pm. Saturdays, Sundays and Holidays:  10.00 am. – 7:00 pm  
 

  
           Shinkansen Bullet Train                               Hakone Tozan Switchback Train                  Hida Wideview Express 

 

DETAILED ITINERARY 
 

DAY 1 – Mon 02 Sep: ARRIVAL IN TOKYO 
Dinner 
On arrival at Haneda airport in Tokyo, you will be met by a Japanese speaking Meet & Greet service/driver and 
transferred to THE KEIO PLAZA HOTEL, Standard Room. 
(English speaking Meet & Greet service available on request at extra charge. Driver will be Japanese speaking.)  
Spend two nights here. Receive your 14 day Japan Rail Pass for all our train travel in Japan, also an IC card to 
be used for buses and trains with 2500Y already loaded. The rest of the day is at leisure to recover from long 
flights or to explore this famous mega-city on your own.   
 
Welcome Dinner at the hotel’s Glass Court restaurant this evening to meet your tour leader and fellow travellers. 
 

 

This trip will be a dream for Railway enthusiasts, 

who will enjoy the variety of trains being used 

between destinations: Nine train journeys on the 

Shinkansen Bullet Trains, The Hida Wideview 

Express, The Hakone Tozan switchback train, the 

Limited Express Thunderbird.  With a 20,000km 

network of lines and high performance, punctual 

trains, Japan is a train lover's paradise. 

http://www.katomodels.com/shop/hctokyo_e.shtml
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Day 2 – Tue 03 Sep: TOKYO  
Breakfast  
Today, together with our local guide, we will use Tokyo’s convenient and ultra-modern public transport system to 
discover the iconic sights of a city rebuilt from devastation after World War II into a society based on culture, 
security, excellent food and extraordinary courtesy. There is barely any poverty in Tokyo, a very low crime rate 
and a world class transport system.  
 

Our private guided tour will take us first to Meiji Jingu, Tokyo’s most famous shrine, dedicated to the late 
Emperor Meiji and a popular Shinto site for local weddings. We take a walk down Omotesando, a broad, tree 
lined avenue located in the fashionable Harajuku district and featuring a number of fashion flagship stores, such 
as Louis Vuitton and Prada, designed by internationally renowned architects and symbolic of modern Tokyo. 
Omotesando is sometimes referred to as "Tokyo's Champs-Élysées". 
 

We then hop on the subway to Asakusa, part of Tokyo’s Shitamachi, or old town. Asakusa is home to Tokyo’s 
oldest Buddhist temple and is the city’s oldest Geisha district. Wander around the surrounding streets, dotted 
with an array of traditional shops selling local artisanal products and souvenirs. 
 
Included today: Full day private English speaking guide 
Public transportation fee (Covered by 2500JPY Value IC Card)  

 

   
                                   Meiji Jingu Shrine                                                         Asakusa Temple 

 

Day 3 – Wed 04 Sep: TOKYO - HAKONE 
Breakfast, Dinner 
Today we meet with our local guide and transfer by private vehicle to Hakone National Park, the gateway to Mt. 

Fuji. Travel up to Mt Fuji’s 5
th
 station , the entrance to the highest peak in Japan, and enjoy the view from an 

altitude of 2,300 metres. The small town of Hakone is famous for its onsen, Japanese natural hot springs, and is 

surrounded by an abundance of natural beauty. Since ancient times, onsen water has been renowned to help 

maintain a beautiful skin. The hot springs energise the metabolism and relieve chronic fatigue and stress. 
 

Ride the Guinness World Record-setting cableway all the way up Mt. Owakudani, soaring over sulphurous 
fumes emanating from hot springs and rivers in this volcanic area. At the top, try the famous hardboiled egg, 
cooked at the source of the springs, and add seven years to your life, according to local lore!  
 

Cruise on a majestic replica pirate ship across Ashinoko Lake, formed by a volcanic eruption over 3000 years 
ago! Then take a ride on the Hakone Tozan switchback train, zigzagging through the mountains, with 
breathtaking views of the surrounding valleys. These small trains wind themselves through the narrow, densely 
wooded valley over many bridges and tunnels, stopping at small stations along the way and changing directions 
at three switchbacks. Hopefully the weather will be kind to us and we will be able to catch glimpses of Mt Fuji 
along the way. 
 

Check into HAKONE KOWAKIEN TENYU RYOKAN, Japanese Superior room with private open air onsen 

bath. We will spend two nights here and enjoy the onsen experience.  With sliding doors, rice paper screens 

and tatami mats, it is the ultimate onsen hot spring experience.  
 

This evening, change into our yukata (lightweight kimono) for a sumptuous kaiseki dinner.  
 

Included today: Private English speaking guide & private vehicle from Tokyo to Hakone via Mt Fuji 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Champs-%C3%89lys%C3%A9es
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                     Cableway up Mt Okakudani                                             Pirate ship on Ashinoko Lake 

 
Day 4 – Thu 05 Sep: HAKONE  
Breakfast, Dinner 
Day at leisure to explore Hakone and its scenic spots on your own. Relax on the shores of Lake Ashinoko or 
visit one of the many Galleries and Museums in the area. 

 
Our main luggage will be sent on ahead to Kanazawa tomorrow. One bag per person included in tour 

price.  Pack an overnight bag for our next two nights in Takayama.  

 
Day 5 – Fri 06 Sep: HAKONE -  TAKAYAMA 
Breakfast, Dinner 
Take one last soak in the onsen before our journey to Takayama. Transfer to Odawara station by private vehicle. 
 

Ride the first leg of the world famous Shinkansen bullet train, travelling up to 230kmh! With the assistance of a 
Meet & Greet service at Nagoya Station, we will change onto the Limited Express Hida Wideview for one of 
the most scenic train routes in Japan, winding its way through tall mountains and stunning gorges.  
                         
On arrival in Takayama, nestled high in the Hida alpine region, we will take the free hotel shuttle to our ryokan 
HOSHOKAKU, Japanese or Western/Japanese Tatami Room to check in and drop off our bags. Then meet 
our local guide for a walking discovery of this beautifully preserved old town. Due to its previously inaccessible 
location, the town was cut off from the rest of Japan, and developed its own distinctive culture.  
 

Enjoy a visit to one of the town’s many sake breweries for a taste of the high quality local brew, before returning 
to our ryokan for a soak in the onsen.  We spend two nights here.  
 

Included today: Private transfer from Hakone hotel to Odawara station (driver only); Half day private 
English speaking guide in Takayama 
 

  
                      Takayama old town                                                            Onsen (hot spring) at the ryokan 
 
Day 6 – Sat 07 Sep: TAKAYAMA – SHIRAKAWAGO - TAKAYAMA 
Breakfast, Dinner 
After breakfast, we take a stroll with our local guide to the Miyagawa morning market, where locals come to sell 
artisanal goods and fresh produce. Try some of the region’s delicious fruit and vegetables.  
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Mid-morning, we take a half day tour on the public express bus to Shirakawago, nestled in remote mountains 
along the Shogewa River Valley. Arrive in this UNESCO World Heritage Site and visit some of the centuries-old 
traditional gassho-zukuri farmhouses up close. Designed to look like hands in prayer, these farmhouses can 
withstand heavy snowfalls in the winter and have spacious attics for cultivating silk worms. 
 

   
                       Miyagawa morning market                                                                 Gassho-zukuri farmhouses 
 

Included today: Full day private English speaking guide in Takayama & Shirakawago; Nohi Express bus 
ticket between Takayama and Shirakawago 
 
Day 7 – Sun 08 Sep: TAKAYAMA - KANAZAWA 
Breakfast, Dinner 
Today we transfer on our own to Takayama station by complimentary shuttle and head to Kanazawa, starting 
with a 90km journey, taking 1 ½ hours,  on the scenic Hida Wide View Express to Toyama station. Here we 
meet our guide and transfer to the Shinkansen Bullet Train for the next 59km to Kanazawa Station, taking just 
20 minutes.  On arrival at the Kanazawa station, we board a private vehice for a visit to the Omicho Market 
where we will be free for lunch. Then we visit the merchant district of Owaricho before heading to the Kanazawa 
Castle Park. Wander around the castle remains and then on to Kenrokuen, one of Japan’s top three gardens  
comprising of the essential attributes: spaciousness, seclusion, artifice, antiquity, water-courses and panoramas.  
 

  
                            Kenroku Garden                                                                        Kanazawa Castle 
 

Finish up in the Higashi Chaya District, one of the three well-preserved chaya districts in Kanazawa. A chaya, or 
‘tea house,’ is the traditional location where geishas entertain their guests with traditional song and dance. 
There is also a Hakuza, a shop selling Kanazawa’s specialty - gold leaf products, with an inner tearoom covered 
with gold!  
 

After enjoying dinner at a local restaurant, our guide will take us to the ANA CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL, 
Superior room for overnight.  
 

Included today: Private English speaking guide from Toyama; Private vehicle in Kanazawa 
 
Our main luggage will be sent on ahead to Kyoto tomorrow. One bag per person included in tour price. 

Pack an overnight bag for our next two nights in Hiroshima.  
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Day 8 – Mon 09 Sep: KANAZAWA - HIROSHIMA 
Breakfast 
We make our way to Kanazawa station (a 6 minute walk) and travel aboard the Limited Express Thunderbird 
from Kanazawa to Kyoto station where a Meet & Greet service will assist us to change trains to the Shinkansen 
Bullet Train for our onward journey to Hiroshima.  

 
 

On arrival in the afternoon, we will meet our local guide and head to the Peace Park and Museum by private 
vehicle for a sobering remembrance of the tragic event from over half a century ago. Despite the heartbreaking 
history, the city’s message of peace and hope remains strong, especially in its vibrantly modern urban culture. 
Wander around town to see firsthand the relaxed atmosphere, wide boulevards, galleries, variety of foods and 
welcoming locals.  
Check in to the SHERATON GRAND HOTEL HIROSHIMA, Deluxe Room where we spend 2 nights.  
 

Included today: Half day private English speaking guide & private vehicle in Hiroshima 
 

  
                       Chaya districts in Kanazawa                                               Peace Park, Hiroshima 
 
Day 9 – Tue 10  Sep: HIROSHIMA – MIYAJIMA - HIROSHIMA 
Breakfast 
Today, with our local guide, we will see one of Japan’s most famous sites by hopping on the ferry to Miyajima 
Island, situated in Hatsukaichi City in south-western Hiroshima. The entire island is designated as a historic site 
where mountains, sea and red shrine buildings blend together in harmony.  
 

Our day starts with the unique Itsuku-shima-jinja Shrine which appears to be floating in the sea. Its solemn and 
gorgeous architectural beauty is in the shinden style, popular around the 10

th
 century. The main shrine, a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site, with its red pillars and white walls, together with the symbol of Miyajima, the O-
torii Gate in the sea, creates a wonderful contrast with the dark green woods and deep blue sea.   
 
After visiting Momiji-dani park with its many maple trees, we will have the option of taking the cableway to the 
top of Mt. Mi-sen or climbing to the top for a spectacular view of the numerous islands of the Seto Inland Sea. 
Return with our local guide by ferry and streetcar to our hotel in Hiroshima.  
 
Included today: Full day private English speaking guide in Miyajima 
 

  
                                O-torii Gate                                                                     Cableway up Mt Mi-sen 
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Day 10 – Wed 11 Sep: HIROSHIMA - KYOTO  
Breakfast 
Make our way to Hiroshima station where we hop on the Shinkansen Bullet Train for our journey to Japan’s 
cultural capital, Kyoto. Home to an astonishing 2,000 shrines and temples, including 17 UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites, this destination will have you enraptured in the ancient customs of Japan.  
 

A Meet & Greet service will be waiting at the station to take us to the KYOTO CENTURY HOTEL, Comfort 
Room, where we spend 2 nights. Enjoy the rest of the day exploring this famous city at your leisure.  
 
Day 11 – Thu 12 Sep: KYOTO 
Breakfast, Dinner 
Today, we will enjoy a tour of the former imperial capital with a knowledgeable local guide, utilizing Kyoto’s 
convenient bus and subway system to visit some of its iconic World Heritage Sites. 
 

Travel to Nijo Castle, built by the founder of the Edo Shogunate. Observe the momoyama architecture, 
decorated sliding doors and ‘chirping’ nightingale floors as you stroll through the palace grounds. Venture 
onwards to Ryoan-ji, the site of Japan's most famous rock garden. Get a glimpse of Zen Buddhist tradition as 
you gaze onto the precisely arranged stones. Sit back on the patio and consider the significance of this 
meditative spot, before we head to Kinkakuji, or the Golden Pavilion. Originally a retirement villa for the Shogun, 
Kinkakuji is now a Buddhist temple and one of the most famous sights in all of Kyoto. 
 

  
                        Ryoan-ji rock garden                                                         Kinkakuji Temple 

 
In the afternoon, enjoy a guided stroll in Kyoto’s most charming district, Higashiyama. Begin with Kiyomizu 
Temple, taking in the incredible vistas of the city from the 13-meter high veranda jutting out from the main hall. 
Marvel at its unique architecture, built without the use of nails or any kind of joiners. Descend, and wander 
around Higashiyama’s quaint streets, enjoying the array of shops selling souvenirs including Kiyomizu-yaki 
pottery, sweets and pickles. 
 

Farewell dinner at a local restaurant near our hotel.   
 

Included today: Full day private English speaking guide  & private vehicle in Kyoto 
                                  
Day 12 – Fri 13 Sep: DEPARTURE 
Breakfast 
After checking out, we can store our luggage at the hotel and take advantage of our final hours in this historic 
city, browsing for last minute shopping and enjoying some traditional food.  Our Japan Rail Pass covers our 
travel for today and we will use it to travel to Kansai Airport in Osaka (about 2 hours) for homebound flight or 
continue to Tokyo for onward journeys.  
 

TOUR PRICE  
 
PER PERSON SHARING                  USD 5,980             
PER SINGLE (Only 4 singles are available)   USD 8,195     
(We can introduce single participants to each other for potential sharing.)  
 

Price is based on 12 passengers in the group, which is the maximum we can take.  

Supplement  of $160 may be charged for lower numbers. 
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OPTIONAL EXTRAS:  
 

1. Additional night in Tokyo pre-tour and a free day to join our tour leader on a visit to the Kato Hobby Center 

which is famous for its model railway showroom and live model railway exhibits. The Center is not far from 

our hotel and can easily be reached by taxi. This is a must for model railway enthusiasts!  

2. Additional nights in Kyoto post-tour before transfer to Osaka for onward flights. 

3. Spend a few nights in Osaka at the end of the tour before flying home. Rate on request.  
 

Pre night at Keio Plaza Hotel, Tokyo, Standard Room B&B 

Sun – Fri: USD223 per person; USD390 per single   

Sat & pre-holiday: USD258 per person; USD460 per single   
 

Post night at Kyoto Century Hotel, Kyoto, Comfort Room B&B 

Sun – Fri: USD175 per person; USD320 per single   

Sat & pre-holiday: USD318 per person; USD460 per single   
 

Optional English speaking Meet & Greet on arrival in Tokyo, if required to assist with currency exchange or 

buying a SIM card          USD 105 per service 

Optional private transfer from Hotel in Kyoto to Kansai Airport, Osaka (1-2 people)  USD 550 per transfer 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

INCLUDED 

 2 nights accommodation in Tokyo 

 2 nights accommodation in Hakone 

 2 nights accommodation in Takayama 

 1 night accommodation in Kanazawa 

 2 nights accommodation in Hiroshima 

 2 nights accommodation in Kyoto 

 Breakfast daily and 6 Dinners as per itinerary 

 Private airport/hotel transfer on arrival in Tokyo 

 Sightseeing & entrances as per itinerary 

 Services of Custom Touring’s experienced tour leader for 
the duration of the tour 

 Services of English speaking local guides per city 

 Meet & Greet services as mentioned in itinerary 

 Tours as per itinerary and air-conditioned transfers on public 
transport 

 Sightseeing and permit fees during guided times 

 IC Transport Card with 2500JPY value (USD22 or R300). 
This rechargeable card can be used to make payments at 
vending machines, shops and restaurants. 

 14-day Japan Rail Pass, covering all train journeys 

 Service charges and government tax 

 Although tipping is not expected in Japan, any gratuities 
deemed necessary will be included 
 

NOT INCLUDED 

 International flights 

 Visas 

 Additional pre- and post-tour hotel 
nights as quoted 

 Additional private transfers 

 Visit to Kato Hobby Center 

 Meals not included in itinerary 

 Drinks  

 Travel insurance 

 Items of a personal nature such as 
telephone calls & laundry 

 


