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Day 1:   Arrive Windhoek 
You will be collected at the airport and transferred to your hotel in Windhoek, where you spend 2 nights.  
 
Day 2:   Windhoek city tour  (B) 
Suggested sites to see on this tour: 
 
TransNamib Transport Museum, built from 1912 to 1913, and located in the beautiful old Cape Dutch style 
Windhoek Railway Station. It outlines Namibian transport history, particularly that of the railway. In front of the 
station building stands the German steam locomotive, Poor Old Joe, which was used for the treacherous journey 
across the desert to Windhoek during the early 1900’s.  
 
The museum at the Alte Feste Castle offers a range of displays including furniture, rock paintings, musical 
instruments, ceramics, objects of the colonial era and photographs of the struggle for the independence of 
Namibia. Also included are the Social History Gallery and the Independence Display, both offering insights into 
Namibia’s complex history. 
 
At the top of Robert Mugabe Avenue is the Christuskirche (Evangelical Lutheran Church), one of the city’s most 
striking landmarks which was built from local sandstone and completed in 1910. Romanesque, neo-Gothic and Art 
Nouveau styles influenced its design and Kaiser Wilhelm II donated its stained lead glass windows. 
 
The Namibia Craft Centre in the historic Old Breweries Building. The Centre has been a great launching pad for 
contemporary craft ideas, like the Pambili Association’s karakul wool and organza scarves and vibrant textile 
ranges incorporating contemporary San/Bushman artwork. Choose from studio jewellery showcasing 
characteristic Namibian materials like ‘watermelon’ tourmaline, petersite, natural garnet crystals and ostrich 
eggshell. Functional and décor accessories are plentiful – from ceramics to lino prints, from wire and wooden 
sculpture to decorated ostrich eggs. One of Namibia’s most respected hand-woven carpet outlets, Ibenstein 
weavers, is housed here. They produce beautiful but tough rugs from locally farmed karakul sheep wool, with 
original naïve folk art motifs or abstract designs, and will also manufacture to customer specification.  
 
Afternoon and evening at leisure.  
Overnight in Windhoek 
 
Day 3:    Windhoek – Kalahari (270 km) (BLD)  
You will be collected at your Windhoek accommodation at about 08h00 
Start your journey south on the main highway, travelling through the thin strip of Kalahari Desert protruding onto 
the eastern side of Namibia.  Stopping at small towns along the way including Rehoboth, traditional home of the 
Baster people and on to Kalkrand where you bid the main road farewell and head off into the Kalahari. 
The Kalahari Desert often surprises people when they first see it. It is very different from the Namib.  First of all,  
the Kalahari is not actually a desert. It receives more rain than a true desert should. The Kalahari is a fossil desert. 
Don’t expect to find tall Sossusvlei-style dunes devoid of greenery here.  The Kalahari’s dunes are very different. 
They are often equally beautiful, but usually greener and less stark – and with this vegetation comes its ability to 
support more flora and fauna than a true desert. 
Late afternoon sunset drive.  Overnight  in the Kalahari.  

20 day sample itinerary - Namibia 
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Day 4:  Kalahari – Fish River Canyon area (400 km) (BLD)  
An early morning departure to the town of Mariental and south to Keetmanshoop.  Just outside the town you have 
the opportunity of visiting the Mesosaurus Fossil Site and the iconic quiver trees. These are not in fact trees, they 
are a type of aloe, (Aloe Dichotoma), so called because the branches fork “dicotomously”.  These weird looking 
plants dot the landscape in this part of the world and are locally common, however they are one of the world’s 
rarest flora species. 
 

Overnight in Fish River canyon area. 
 

Day 5:   Fish River area – Aus (350km) (BLD)  
The Fish River Canyon in Namibia is said to be the 2

nd
 largest canyon in the world after the Grand Canyon. The 

immensity of this magnificent landscape is truly breath taking. The towering rock faces and deep ravines were 
formed by water erosion and the collapse of the valley due to movements in the earth’s crust over 500 million 
years ago. Today the canyon measures 160km long and up to 27km wide and almost 550m at its deepest.  
Next destination is the tiny town of Aus for overnight at a lodge in the Aus Mountain Range.  
 

Overnight in Aus for 2 nights.  
 

Day 6:  Aus – Luderitz – Aus (250 km) (BD)  
Up with the dawn this morning for the short drive to Luderitz, keeping a sharp look out for the unique Namib wild 
horses, the only feral horses in Namibia and adapted to an existence with very limited water.  Where they 
originated from is unclear, although some believe they are the descendants of the horses used by the German 
cavalry during the First World War.  Another theory is that they originally came from a horse farm run by a German 
Baron, (von Wolff), in the very early colonial days. 
Arrive in Luderitz in time to join a trip on a catamaran, cruising around Luderitz bay and, weather permitting, to 
Halifax Island to see the Jackass Penguins.  If the weather conditions are suitable, the engines will be turned off 
and you will come back to Luderitz under sail.    
 

After the boat trip, drive out to Kolmanskop, a desert ghost town about 20km out of Luderitz.  It was built in the 
1920’s during the diamond rush and was abandoned when bigger and better diamonds were found further along 
the coast.  The area is still abandoned and the desert has encroached over the entire town, giving an eerie feeling 
and real meaning to the word “ghost”. 
Free time for lunch, maybe sample some of the excellent local cafes.   There will be time to explore Luderitz Town 
with its traditional German architecture and later take a drive out to Diaz Point to see the bird life and the stone 
cross replica, originally erected by the Portuguese mariner Bartholomew Diaz. 
Returning to Klein Aus Vista in the late afternoon, the road winds through the “forbidden Zone,” so named 
because in years gone by, the alluvial diamonds found in Namibia were simply scattered across the desert and 
access was denied. Enjoy sunset over the mountains. 
 

Overnight in Aus  
 
Day 7:   Aus – Sossusvlei (350 km) (BLD) 
Turning north, head deep into the ancient southern Namib, travelling on small gravel roads and passing some tiny 
rural communities along the way.  The scenery is harsh, and sometimes forbidding.  The process of erosion in 
these areas is well advanced and you will pass time rounded “koppies” (small hills), arid terrain and outcrops of 
tortured rock. 
Traversing this bleak yet beautiful landscape, the topography begins to change as you cross some open grass 
savannah and farmlands before the terrain begins to give way to the immense red sand dune desert of the 
Namib.  Late afternoon arrival at your lodge; watch the colours glow and change on distant mountains to the east. 
 

Overnight in Sossusvlei area. 
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Day 8:    Sossusvlei  (B) 
Early morning departure on your Sossusvlei excursion to visit Sossusvlei, Dead Vlei dunes, Dune 45 as well as 
the Sesriem Canyon.  Afternoon at leisure to enjoy the peaceful surroundings, or to do an additional excursion. 
 

Dead Vlei 
This ancient clay pan was once an oasis, studded with acacias and fed by a river that suddenly changed course, 
leaving the earth to dry up, along with the trees it previously supported. So dry were the climatic conditions that 
the trees never decomposed – instead they were entirely leached of moisture and today, 900 years later, they 
remain as desiccated, blackened sentinels dotting the pan’s cracked surface. Surrounded by the red-pink dunes of 
the Namib Desert, they create a surreal spectacle. 
 

Sesriem Canyon 
This deep chasm, carved through the rocks by water, is a striking natural feature of the area and is best explored 
on foot. Stony walls rise up sharply on both sides of the canyon, while birds roost in its crags and lizards dart 
along the ledges. The canyon’s name was coined when early settlers used it as a water source, using six lengths 
of leather (ses riem – six thongs) tied together to lower buckets into the water at the base of canyon.  
 

Dune 45 
Named for its location 45 kilometres past the town of Sesriem, the 5 million year old Dune 45 is the star dune in 
the Sossusvlei area, renowned for its elegant shape, which, along with its position close to the road, has earned it 
the distinction of ‘most photographed dune in the world’.  

 

Day  9:    Sossusvlei  
Day at leisure to enjoy some of the optional activities available in Sossusvlei area: Guided Excursions, Sun-
downer Trips, Hot Air Ballooning, Scenic Flights. 
Overnight in Sossusvlei area 
 
Day 10:  Sossusvlei – Windhoek (350 km) (BL) 
After breakfast, journey over the mountains and along scenic roads, back to Windhoek.  Travel over the Naukluft 
Mountains and also the Khomas Hochland Range, through beautiful mountain passes on the way back to 
civilization. 
Arrive in the city in the late afternoon and you will be dropped off at your hotel. 
 

Overnight in Windhoek. 
 
Day 11:   Windhoek – Okonjima/Africat (300 km) (BLD) 
Departure today between 08h30 & 09h00. 
Travel north, stopping at small towns along the way including Okahandja, where there will be time to visit 
Namibia’s largest wood carving market.  The market is operated on a local co-operative basis and is one of the 
best places to shop for truly Namibian souvenirs.    
Continue north, passing through farmland, and arrive at Okonjima during the afternoon to check in at your lodge. 
Okonjima is the home of the Africat Foundation, a specialist conservation concern that centres its operations on 
the African Big Cats, particularly cheetah.   
This afternoon you will be taken on a tour during which you will be able to meet, close-up-and-personal, some of 
the cheetah going through the Africat rehabilitation programme.  Most of the animals currently living at Okonjima 
have been rescued from various desperate situations, being orphaned or caught in a trap, and the aim of the 
rehabilitation process is to attempt to re-introduce them into the wild. 
After your educational tour, return to your lodge for dinner under the African stars. 
 
Day 12 :   Okonjima/Africat – Namutoni / East Etosha region (300 km) (BLD) 
Drive through some small towns on the way to East Etosha, Namutoni  region, to arrive by midday, with time to 
relax and have lunch before heading into the park during the cool of the late afternoon for your first game drive. 
 

Overnight at NAMUTOMI REST CAMP, chalet  in Etosha National Park.   
 



4 | P a g e  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 13:   East Etosha region – Okaukuejo, Etosha National Park (BLD) 
A full day’s game viewing.  Depart early to enjoy the cool morning air as you game drive your way through Etosha 
to Halali camp, situated in the middle of the park.  Along the way visit several waterholes and enjoy the splendid 
views of the massive Etosha Pan.  The game viewing is usually excellent and will offer the opportunity to tick off a 
few new species not normally seen on the Namutoni side of the park. 
Stop at Halali Camp for a rest and a leisurely lunch.  There is time to visit the Halali waterhole and to make use of 
the swimming pool and bar facilities before continuing on your way and game driving down to Okaukuejo, Etosha’s 
main rest camp and resort. Originally the site of a German fort built in 1901, Okaukuejo now houses the Etosha 
Ecological Institute, founded in 1974; the round watchtower is a remnant of the fort. 
After your evening meal there are still more chances to see Etosha’s big game at a floodlit waterhole, situated on 
the boundary of the camp and easily reachable within a minute or two on foot.  The waterhole has been described 
as one of the “best game viewing opportunities in Southern Africa” and the ideal venue to witness peculiar animal 
politics. Black rhino, Africa’s tallest elephants, lion and numerous species of antelope are regular visitors during 
the cool, dry season. 
 

Overnight at OKAUKUEJO REST CAMP, Waterhole Chalet.  Spend 2 nights here. 
 

Day 14:       Okaukuejo (B) 
Day at leisure in camp, maybe a short game drive 
Overnight at Okaukuejo Rest Camp (Waterhole Chalet) 
 

Day 15: Okaukuejo – Grootberg area (310km) (BLD) 
Leaving Etosha, begin your journey south with a relatively short drive to the small town of Kamanjab. 
Within this area you have the opportunity of visiting a Himba Village – the only traditionally functioning Himba 
community outside the far north Kaokoland region of Namibia These tribes people have migrated here, lifestyle 
and customs intact, and are following their traditional way-of-life in their village on a farm.  The exact location of 
the site varies as the Himba occasionally roam to a new location.  You will learn about marriage customs, 
traditional food and the mysteries of the “Holy Fire” religion. 
 

From here it is a short drive on to your overnight lodge in the Grootberg area. 
 

 
 

Day 16:   Grootberg area – Twyfelfontein (190 km) (BLD) 
Today you head into one of the most beautiful desert regions in Namibia, Damaraland.  Drive west via the 
Grootberg Pass and then take a detour to visit the ancient Bushman rock engravings at Twyfelfontein.  At this 
location, a local guide will conduct you on a short guided tour before you arrive at your lodge for the night.  
 

Overnight in Twyfelfontein area. 
 

Day 17:    Twyfelfontein – Swakopmund, Skeleton Coast (420 km) (BL) 
Head deeper into the desert and pass Namibia’s highest mountain, The Brandberg, (2573 m) and more beautiful 
Damaraland scenery.  Stop in the small town of Uis, an old mining town, and one of the best places to buy semi-
precious stones, for which Namibia is famous.  Here, rough Amethyst, Tourmaline etc can be found at bargain 
prices.  
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From here turn directly west and cross the gravel plains on your way to the Atlantic Ocean and the Skeleton 
Coast.  Meeting the ocean at Henties Bay, head north along the coast to visit the seal colony at Cape Cross.  At 
certain times of the year as many as 100,000 Cape Fur seals congregate here.  
The next destination is Swakopmund, following the Skeleton Coast into Namibia’s premier seaside town. Arrive 
late afternoon, with time to explore the town on foot before sunset. 
Free for dinnerin one of the excellent restaurants.  The seafood in Swakopmund is superb.   
 

Overnight in Swakopmund.  Spend 3 nights here. 
  
Day 18 – Thu 24 Aug:  Swakopmund (B) 
Morning activity -  Dolphin Cruise  
The cold Atlantic waters off the Namibia coast are home to a wealth of marine life, including two dolphin species 
and a large colony of Cape Fur seals resident at Pelican Point. The 1.3m long Heavisides’ dolphins  (also known 
as the Haviside’s dolphin, after its discover) are sometimes seen. The Walvis Bay-based skippers are highly 
successful in tracking down the dolphins and giving their guests close-up views of the Cape Fur seals. 
On this trip you will see how wild birds are fed by hand - even some very large Pelicans. Experience the thrill of 
dolphins leaping from the water alongside the boat. Enjoy fresh oysters and cold sparkling wine on the calm water 
of the Walvis Bay Lagoon. This morning activity is weather dependent and lasts about 4 hours.  
Afternoon at leisure. Swakopmund has many superb shops, a good stretch of beach (although the Atlantic here is 
quite cold) and an open-air curio market.  There is also a very good museum and the Namibian National Marine 
Aquarium is located in Swakopmund. 
Various optional activities include aeroplane and microlight flights over the desert, scenic drives, fishing trips (both 
from the beach or in a boat), four-wheel motorcycle (quad bike) trips into the desert and over the sand dunes 
around Swakopmund, sand boarding trips (also in the dunes), skydiving, surfing, bird-watching among others.  
Your tour guide will discuss all the possible options with you before you reach Swakopmund and will offer to make 
bookings in advance of your arrival.  (N.B.  All extra activities and excursions in Swakopmund are subject to 
availability and are made at the client’s own risk and expense).  
 

Overnight in Swakopmund. 
 

Day 19:  Swakopmund (B) 
Day at leisure to explore Swakopmund and relax at the beach. Overnight in Swakopmund  
 

Day 20: Swakopmund – Walvis Bay airport (B) 
After breakfast, transfer to Walvis Bay airport for ongoing flights.  
 
                                           Touring route map.                                                                     Vehicles used, subject to group size.  

    
 

 

Most safaris will use this type of vehicle. 
Toyota Dyna 14 Seater with Pop-up roof, 
with modified seating for more Legroom 

and large windows for game viewing. 
 

 
 

Smaller groups may travel either in a 
Minibus or double cab or similar. 
 

 


